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capital. The whole countryside is abandoned to the
jackals and the hyaenas." x
The completeness of destruction by Abyssinian
slave-raiders is the completeness of the locust, but
more cruel. It is known that many of these raids
have ravaged beyond the Kenya-Abyssinian and
the Sudan-Abyssinian borders. The ravages of
the slave-traders on both sides of these borders
are well known to British officials. Major Darley
tells us of the following incident connected with
one slave raid. On the trail, he said, he
" counted the dead and dying bodies of more than fifty
captives who have dropped by the roadside. For on such
journeys there is no commissariat department, and those
wKb carry no supplies can hope only for a merciful spear,
since the alternative is death by thirst or by the teeth and
talons of wild beasts.
These things we have seen. And we have seen also
hundreds of square miles of territory utterly depopu-
lated by Abyssinian raids. Most of this territory is
within the confines of the Abyssinian Empire, but part
of it is within the British Empire. . > . Abyssinian raids
into the country south-west of the Bolma plateau in the
British Soudan are constant, and within the last six
months there have been several raids into the Kenya
Colony. The depopulation of the border and the absence
of adequate police forces tempt the Abyssinians to
advance further and further; and on one occasion at
least they have penetrated no less than 120 miles into
British territory."a
1 Westminster Gastette, January 1933,                  * Ibid.